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Chrism Mass 2015 

 

Dear brother priests, gathered her with me and our beloved people, 

As the day of the Holy Triduum approached Jesus said to His apostles, ‘I 

have longed to eat this Passover with you’. (Luke 22:15). These Twelve were 

His closest collaborators.  They were His brothers in the ministry and He 

regarded them as his friends.  So He looked forward to sharing the intimacy 

of those final days with them.  As the Triduum approaches again the Bishop 

of a place, thinking of the dedication of his brother priests, spread across 

the diocese, spending themselves day in and day out, in their parishes and  

schools, their hospitals and prisons, looks forward to seeing them coming to 

the Cathedral to share the Passover with him.   The first thing I want to say 

to you, dear brother priests and friends, is thank you for all your work.  I 

never tire of reminding you of the words Pope Francis spoke to you in 

Evangelii Gaudium and which express my own feelings, and those of your 

people gathered here with us, so well.  There he said, ‘I feel tremendous 

gratitude for (you, brothers, who are) committed to working for the 

Church.  (Your) contribution in today's world is enormous. The sins of some, 

and our own, never make us forget how many of (you) are giving (your) lives in 

love: in our hospitals, with the addicts in the poorest places, in schools, with 

the young, with the elderly forgotten by everyone else, showing immense love 

for humanity inspired by the God who became man’. 

 

Tomorrow evening, dear brothers, you will celebrate the Lord’s Supper with 

your people.  In St John’s Gospel we hear how, just before the Passover, 

Jesus (knowing) that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to 

the Father, (and having) always loved those who were his own in the world, 

loved them to the very end. 

 

I hope this evening, and throughout these Sacred Triduum days, my dear 

brothers, that you know the depth of Jesus’ love for you, his priests of 

Paisley diocese.  Jesus’ twelve apostles were far from perfect.  In fact they 

were all too human most of the time, slow sometimes to understand Him, 
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reluctant at others to believe the full meaning of His words. Yet, for all that, 

there was something He saw in them that made Him choose them and no-

one else to be His priests, and to love them enough to want to share the rest 

of His life with them in their company.  And nothing that happened among 

them from that moment of His choosing and calling them had made Him 

regret for a moment His decision that they would be His closest 

collaborators, indeed His brothers and friends.   

 

And now, many years later it seemed, as things were coming to an end, and 

after so many of the crowds had abandoned him along the way and gone 

away they, the Twelve, were somehow still there by His  side and that meant 

everything to Him. ‘You are the men who stood by me faithfully in my trials’, 

He said. Yes, they had stuck with Him through thick and thin.   

 

I want to remind you of what I said to you in my Holy Week letter to you.  

There I said, ‘At these most precious of times Jesus comes closer than ever to 

you, the men who are His priests.  It is good for us to remind ourselves of the 

Lord’s perfect love for us, usque ad finem, sinners though we are.  You are the 

ones who have stood by me faithfully in my trials (Lk 22:28).  These words of 

the Lord apply to each one of us simply because we are still here with Him in 

the thick of the ministry He sets us.   These words were a consolation to the 

apostles that prepared them for a new start, a life-long mission for which 

everything till now had been merely a preparation. Now I confer on you a 

Kingdom (Lk22:29). 

As we can gather from His words conferring on them a Kingdom, as Jesus 

opened His heart and shared these sentiments with His apostles He was on 

the point of bringing about something new. See I am making all things new.  

As it was then surely it is also today.  Through the Holy Spirit we can see 

the Lord renewing His Church in these very days of our own.   But, just as it 

was then, He renews His Church first of all by breathing new life into His 

priests with the words, ‘Receive my Holy Spirit.  That is why today is such a 

precious day in the life of the Church. 
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In a few moments you will make the annual renewal of your priestly 

promises, this time in the year of preparation for our Diocesan Synod, called 

to renew our Church so that we can bring about a new evangelisation of our 

land.  Each of you personally will make new the commitment you made all 

those years ago when you prostrated yourselves before the Lord and the 

Church on your ordination day, full of ardour, hope and sacred dreams.   As 

you do so this year pray earnestly to the Holy Spirit to fan into a flame the 

powerful gift of love He bestowed on you in that moment of election all those 

years ago.    

 

The prayer at the Offertory for today’s Mass reminds us that the first grace 

of renewal is the grace that gets rid of all that is tired and decadent in us. 

The prayer asks, ‘May the power of this Sacrifice, O Lord mercifully wipe away 

all that is old in us’.  It reminds us how every Credo must always be preceded 

by a Renuncio. We have to know and name what we have to reject in our 

lives and ministries before we can profess with freedom of heart in what we 

choose to commit ourselves and our lives. Pope Francis reminds us, in 

Evangelii Gaudium, of the temptations we have to reject.  It does us good to 

take these temptations into our prayer and examen so as to allow the Lord 

to purify our priestly hearts for a renewed mission. 

 

Then we are ready to make our Credo anew.  And the Promises we make are 

sweet ones; that we will try in the time left us to be closer to Jesus and to 

love Him more; that we will try to love more dearly our people as the 

overflow of the love we have for the Lord.  The promises remind us that we 

love our people by teaching them the Gospel and keeping watch over the 

Sacred Mysteries on their behalf.  We should think about how we express 

our pastoral love through our teaching and preaching.  When our people 

come to Church, daily or weekly, they love a little homily, just a short 

thought, to help them through the day.  They put great store by it. Loving 

them as we do and, wanting to feed them, we can always try to have 

something to give them to inspire them every day, to encourage, correct and 

instruct them. Next we could think about how we watch over the Mysteries 
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for them. Let us lead them to meet the Lord as often as possible in the 

Sacraments; in the Eucharist, Holy Communion and Eucharistic Adoration, 

in Confession and Anointing and the other Sacraments.  Loving them we 

want them to feed upon and grow up to be strong in the Sacraments of 

Christ.   

 

This year we celebrate the four hundredth anniversary of the martyrdom of 

the St. John Ogilvie. Though not born Catholic and not from these parts, 

God’s plan led him into the Catholic faith and priesthood to minister, like 

you and me, in the territory of this diocese by preaching the Gospel and 

celebrating Holy Mass.  He stuck to this faith heroically even under torture 

in Paisley prison and was put to death at Glasgow Cross simply for carrying 

out in our country the ordinary duties of a Catholic priest.  I encourage you, 

brother priests, to reflect upon his life and death as a priest in Scotland and 

to pray to him to help us to live out our priesthood with his same faith and 

passion. I want us to think of him for a moment as we conclude our 

reflection this evening.   

 

For although born and raised in the Calvinist religion, John Ogilvie found 

himself already in his youth possessed with a passion to find the True Faith 

and right religion, no matter what the personal cost.  The search caused him 

a lot of anxiety as it began to dawn on him that the only truth by which he 

and the world could be saved was the Catholic faith. Here was the true 

Church of Christ, where the Saving Lord still lived on earth.  Only here in 

the Catholic Church was there to be found that living, unbroken link with 

the Lord; only this Church included everyone of every rank and race across 

the world; in the Catholic Church there was testimony of ample and 

wonderful miracles; only this Church had truly satisfied the minds of the 

wisest; and it was for the Holy Catholic Church that he had heard so many 

martyrs had laid down their lives.  He converted to it with a personal 

passion but soon it blossomed into a pastoral compassion for his homeland 

and a certainty that, if the soul of the Scottish nation were to be saved and 

live, it could never be just by some mere political arrangement but would be 



5	  
	  

so only through the ministry of Catholic priests who would restore the 

redeeming light and grace of the true faith to our shores.  Then, and only 

then, would Scotland really and truly be a nation at peace with itself.  So he 

returned to Scotland as a missionary armed with a simple vision to save 

Scotland by preaching to it the Word of God, and ministering to it with the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and so restoring it to life in Christ.    

 

On this four hundredth anniversary of his martyrdom we sense the time for 

a spiritual renewal of our country is upon us, more urgent than any political 

or constitution re-arrangement, however worthy.  Our country has need not 

so much of more politicians but of more passion-filled priests. You are our 

country’s true leaders because you are its spiritual leaders, elected to lead 

not by ballot box but by God Himself as men whom the Lord has blessed. 

Like the Lord in His homecoming to Nazareth, pray for your priestly minds, 

hearts and souls to come again to our home country with new confidence 

and zeal, and hear the Lord speak to you with these same words: The spirit 

of the Lord has been given to (you priests of Paisley) for he has anointed (you) 

and sent (you) to bring good news to the poor and proclaim the Lord’s year of 

favour (in our land). And let us have faith and really believe that this text is 

for fulfilment today even as you listen. 

 

As you renew your priestly promises may the Lord reward (you) faithfully and 

(confirm His) everlasting covenant with (you).. Grace and peace to you, dear 

brothers, from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the First-born from the dead, 

the Ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


